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It seems to me that we must keep our eye fixed on the main 

purpose of our presence in South Viet-Nam and everyone on the 

US side needs to review the bidding on this elementary purpose: 

why we are there , why are vre asking our fellows to be killed and 

what is getting in the way of accomplishing our purpose. The 

actions of the GVN and the Nhus have eroded this purpose — 
t .and 

inside Viet-Nam/^internationally and they have also eroded our 

t 

capacity to provide' political leadership in the US necessary 
to support the effort in Viet-Nam. To raise these questions 
is not merely an emotional reaction to two individuals. They 
involve the fundamental requirement of political leadership In 
Viet-Nam vrhich is necessary to coalesce the Vietnamese people 
In a vrar effort vrhich vre can support. Diem must realize that 
his obligation of political leadership runs to the solidarity 
of his people vrhich may require conciliatory actions vrhich are 
distasteful, to him personally. He must make a systematic effort 
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to improve his international position., and a demonstration to ] 
the American people that we are not asking Americans to be killed 
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